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Welcome to the new Raging Grannies Song Site! Many hours were spent 
creating this site and migrating all of the songs from the old site. Some of the old 
songs you posted may need to be edited on the new site. You will have the 
opportunity to do so with the new system. 
 
Before you start, it will probably help to have an overview of the new publisher’s 
menu, read some tips to help you start posting songs, and learn how to 
appropriately use the most complicated part of the new posting form, category 
and tags. The following pages should help you get started. Please feel free to 
reach out for help in the Song Site users group 
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/songs-of-the-raging-grannies. Now let’s 
get started. 

Login 
If you’ve worked with WordPress before, welcome to the new way of doing 
things. Start at https://raginggrannies.net. On the menu, click on Publish. Use 
your email address and password to login. If you don’t remember your password, 
you can reset it on the same screen. Wordpress will email you a link to reset your 
password within a few hours. 
 
Once you are logged in, you will be looking at the screen where you will post 
songs. Please resist the temptation to start posting and read on… 
 

The Publish Menu 
(for logged in users) 
 
There are several items on the Publish menu that are not available to anyone 
until you are logged in. You can access each item by hovering on ‘Publish’ until 
the drop-down menu appears. You will need to use all of them from time to time, 
so it is helpful for you to understand what they do. 

1. Publish a Song: This opens the form to enter the data necessary for a 
song to be posted to the site. When you successfully login this is the page 
you will see. When you finish publishing one song and want to move to the 
next, this menu item will get you there. 

 

https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/songs-of-the-raging-grannies
https://raginggrannies.net/
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2. Dashboard: This is a list of all of the songs you have posted. You can 
access a song you’ve published here and edit it. The list starts with your 
most recently published song and ends with the first song you posted. 

3. Account: This is where you change your email address or password. You 
can also change your name if it is misspelled. 
Please note:  your name is not visible anywhere on the site. It is easier to 
contact you if the site administrators have your real first and last name. We 
are the only ones who can see this information. 

4. Logout: Please logout when you are done posting and editing lyrics. This 
helps keep our site safe. It will also take you back to the original menu 
without the additional items noted above. 

 
Tips for Posting Songs 
Before You Start: 

1. Please post only songs written by Raging Grannies. While your gaggle 
may sing songs others wrote, most gaggles do not. 

2. Please keep your audience in mind when posting. Grannies will be 
downloading songs for their gaggle. While the history of the tune, where 
you sang the song, or a link to a media story about your performance 
are interesting, they can force the song to be too long to fit on one sheet 
of paper. 

Posting a Song: A Step-by-Step Guide 

The only required fields are the song title, lyrics by, gaggle, tune, the song lyrics 
and a category. The fields that are not required are YouTube link, Starting Key or 
note, date written or updated, and tags.  

The site is set up to automatically capitalize all words from the reader’s 
perspective. The song title and tune will appear in italics. This provides 
consistency throughout the site. 

1. Song Title: Please do a search on the Find a Song page for the exact 
song title you are using. If someone has previously posted with the same 
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title, you will need to add something to make your title distinct. Hint: The 
best addition is the year of the revision. 

2. Lyrics by: Pretty simple. Enter the name of the granny who wrote the 
lyrics. If your gaggle writes songs collectively the gaggle name goes here. 

a. If a granny is revising a previous granny song, please give credit to 
the original songwriter, if known. 

b. If you are revising lyrics by someone who is not a granny, you are 
making the song a granny song. You do not credit the original lyricist 
for the original song. 

3. Gaggle: This will be easy to answer since we are only posting songs 
written by Raging Grannies and we all are members of a gaggle. 

4. Tune: Please Google what you think is the title of the song to ensure you 
are entering it correctly. All songs on the old song site were checked and 
the tune was corrected on far too many. Don’t depend on YouTube to get it 
right. The videos are posted by people throughout the world who did not 
search for the name of the song before posting. 

5. Key or Starting Note: If you have one, you may enter it. It is not a 
required field and will not show up to our users unless you enter the 
information here. 

6. Date written or updated: Very helpful if you have this information. Please 
post as mm/dd/yyyy or yyyy if only the year is available. 

7. YouTube Link: Not required, but it makes it easier for other gaggles to 
know how to scan your song correctly. The best video is one of your 
gaggle singing the song. Once you select your video you may need to 
adjust the starting time if there is a long intro or a series of songs before 
the song you selected starts. To accomplish this: 

a. Find the place where you want to start. 
b. Pause the video. 
c. Right click or whatever you do on an Apple product that only has one 

mouse button (sorry, I don’t own any Apple products). 
d. Select “Copy Video URL at Current Time.” 
e. Paste into the YouTube field. 

8. YouTube Link 2: This field was created because more than one song on 
the old song site had two tunes that would work or two songs were 
published on the same post. Use it if needed. 

9. Category and Tags: The last two pages of this document contain 
information on how to assign the category and your tags. Please review 
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that information before completing these sections of your post. It will make 
your life easier as well as those looking for songs on our site. 

10. Lyrics: Please do not post anything except the lyrics in the lyrics 
section. We need to keep in mind those who are trying to print song sheets 
on one page. 

 
Posting a round is probably the most difficult to do. WordPress does not 
use tabs. You will need to use spaces if you are using two columns. For an 
example of this, see “Rounds of Single Payer”. You can find the song by 
entering the title in the search bar on the Find a Song page. 
 
WordPress also does not have a function key for underlining words. That 
does not mean you can’t do it. You just need to know how to use the 
keyboard shortcut. Highlight your text. Then use ‘ctrl u’ (Windows and 
Chromebook) or ‘cmd u’ on an Apple product. 
 
WordPress has not made it any easier to post your lyrics, but we are still 
trying to figure out a way to do it. For now, if you copy and paste from a 
document you will have a song that has double spacing. This can make a 
printed copy of your song three or more pages which will frustrate our 
users. There are two ways to work around this problem. 

a. The easiest way is: 
i. Copy your lyrics and paste them in a text editor like NotePad if 

you own Microsoft products. If you don’t own Microsoft 
products, you can download a free text editor for Windows, 
Mac, or Chromebook by doing an internet search and 
following the instructions. Email the Web Granny if you need 
help. 

ii. Once the lyrics are in the text editor, copy and paste them into 
the lyrics section. You will then need to go through and add 
bold, italics or underlining as necessary. WordPress does not 
offer an option for underlining. If you want to underline, select 
the text and use ‘ctrl u’ (Windows and Chromebooks) or ‘cmd 
u on a Mac. 

b. The more complicated way might be easier if you have a lot of 
formatting in your text. 

i. Select your lyrics within the document you will copy. 
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ii. On the document menu, click FORMAT. 
iii. On the dropdown menu, select CUSTOM LINE SPACING.  
iv. Set line spacing, and paragraph spacing before and after to 0 

(zero). 
v. Now copy your lyrics and paste them into the form. 
vi. Review your lyrics to make sure each verse is single spaced 

and there is a double space between each verse and each 
chorus. 

vii. If the spacing is wrong, you can fix it. Go to the beginning of 
the line after the problem and click backspace. That should 
bring your two lines together.  

viii. If you are starting a new verse, you simply need to click 
ENTER to fix the problem.  

ix. If you need to fix line spacing within the verse, hold down the 
SHIFT key and press enter. 

11. Click Publish and wait for your song to appear. Review everything to 
make sure it came out as intended. 

12. If you need to make changes: 
a. Go to the Publish menu and select Dashboard.  
b. Click on Edit next to the song title you need to fix. 
c. Make your changes. 
d. If you posted a YouTube video, check to make sure the link begins 

with https://. If it isn’t there you will need to add it back. This is a 
known glitch in the process that we are trying to work out. 

e. Click Update and review again. 
13. Once you are satisfied with the look of your song on the site, click the 

PDF button right below the lyrics. This is how your song will print out for 
users searching for songs. If you’re not satisfied, you can go back to your 
dashboard and edit the song again.  
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Understanding Categories & Tags 

To understand categories and tags, you need to understand the new  search 
function. The new search bar is actually MUCH better than the one on the old 
song site. You can search for words that appear in the song, the title, songwriter, 
gaggle, tune, and lyrics. You can also search by keywords or tags in the same 
search bar. 
 
How to assign a category  
 
Our songs can be compared to books in a library when we discuss categories. 
Consider that we have almost 600 songs on our site. That makes a pretty small 
library, but it can still be confusing unless we assign categories correctly. 
 
Categories are already established. There are fourteen categories available. With 
over 500 songs we have always been able to assign one category to a song from 
within those established categories. Categories can be compared to sections in a 
library. In a library books are assigned a broad section such as arts, history, 
government, etc. A book can only be assigned one category, because it can only 
be located on one shelf. 
  
In a perfect world, our songs should also be assigned one category, but ours is 
not a perfect world and some songs such as The Generic All Purpose Protest 
Song do fit in multiple categories. Considering where in our library of songs 
grannies will look for your song can help you decide which category is the best fit 
for your song. Try to avoid using more than one category if at all possible. 
 
Creating Tags 
 
Tags are still available even though we no longer have the tag cloud. Some of 
you may recall that the cloud tag is limited to about 75 words. Additional tags 
never showed up in the cloud and they were not searchable. 
 
What we didn’t know then was that we can include tags in a customized search 
bar. That function is now available which means if you enter a tag as you post a 
song the song will be found when a user enters that word into the search bar. 
This makes the tags much more powerful, if they are used correctly. 
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Things you need to know: 
1. The tag field for your song is limited to 120 characters.  
2. You don’t need to repeat words used elsewhere because the search 

engine is already going to find your song if a word appears in any of the 
fields you are completing. 

3. You are not required to have any tags in a song, but can have up to 12 
tags in one song. 

4. Use a comma to separate each tag. 
5. You should include variations of words in the tag. For example, the song 

Voting Ragin’ Granny should have a tag for vote because that form of the 
word does not appear in the song. 

6. A tag can contain multiple words but, if you are thinking about using the 
word and in your tag it is more effective to make two tags. An example of 
this would be to use immigrants, refugees instead of immigrants & 
refugees. 
 

More examples of how to use tags: 
 

1. A song that uses the phrase “gun control” could have weapon, assault 
rifles, as tags if they don’t appear elsewhere. 

2. A song about “PTSD in soldiers” could have mental health listed as a tag. 
3. Songs about housing or homelessness could have tags for those words if 

they don’t appear in the song. 
 
The examples could continue, but the point is you have another alternative to 
make sure your song is found. Using tags wisely makes them very powerful. 
 
Remember, the Grannies are here to help you. Be sure to post questions, 
suggestions, and problems with the website to our user’s group. Feedback is 
welcomed. It is important that the site work for you. 

 


